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a. The success of the 2011-2016 Strategic Plan; 
b. Pertinent documentation of data sets, their analysis, and their subsequent application in 

the context of evidence-based decision making; 
c. Specific examination of the evolution of the shared governance function; and 
d. Continued development of the assessment and program review activities, consistent 

with the team’s observations and recommendations. 
 
As ACCD works on the issues cited above, it should be mindful of the expectations that it will need 
to meet at the time of its next comprehensive review, which will take place under the revised 
Standards of Accreditation and institutional review process in the 2013 Handbook of Accreditation. 
These expectations build on past practice and will include, for example, student success, quality 
improvement processes such as assessment and program review, planning, and financial 
sustainability.  However, the 2013 Handbook also includes new foci: the meaning, quality, and 
integrity of degrees; student performance in core competencies at the time of graduation; and more 
visionary institutional planning for the “new ecology” of learning. ACCD will need to familiarize 
itself with the 2013 Handbook and to address both old and new expectations. 
 
In accordance with Commission policy, a copy of this letter will be sent to the chair of Art Center 
College of Design’s governing board in one week. The Commission expects that the team report and 
this action letter will be posted in a readily accessible location on the ACCD web site and widely 
disseminated throughout the institution to promote further engagement and improvement. The team 
report and the action letter will also be posted on the WASC website. 
 
Finally, the Commission wishes to express its appreciation for the extensive work that the ACCD 
undertook in preparing for and supporting this accreditation review.  WASC is committed to an 
accreditation process that adds value to institutions while assuring public accountability, and we are 
grateful for your continued support of our process.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about this letter or the action of the 
Commission. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ralph A. Wolff 
President 
 
 
RW/co 
 
cc:   Harold Hewitt, Commission Chair 
 Fred Fehlau, ALO 
 Robert C. Davidson, Board Chair  

Members of the Special Visit team 
 Christopher Oberg, Vice President  


