
98 5 At l a nt ic Ave nu e , Su it e 10 0, A l a me d a , C A 9 4 5 01    •   phone : 5 10.74 8.9 0 01     •    e-fax:  5 10.9 95. 147 7    •    w w w.w scuc.or g 

 

 
 

March 17, 2019 

 

Mark E. Dottore 

Receiver 

Dottore Companies 

2344 Canal Road 

Cleveland, OH 44113 

 

Joseph Harbaugh 

Chair 

Argosy University Board of Trustees 

601 S. Lewis Street 

Suite 336 

Orange, California 92868 

Via electronic mail 

 

Dear Messrs. Dottore and Harbaugh: 

 

This letter serves as formal notification of the decision made by the WASC Senior College 

and University Commission (“WSCUC” or “the Commission”) on March 14, 2019 to 

withdraw the accreditation of Argosy University (“Argosy” or “the University”). The 

University’s accreditation will continue to June 14, 2019 for the exclusive purposes of (1) 

issuing degrees to students in their final term, provided those students have been certified - 

by faculty employed by Argosy as of March 8, 2019 - as having completed their degree 

requirements and (2) providing students with access to academic transcripts and services to 

facilitate transfer and articulation of programs and credits to other institutions.  The reasons 

for the Commission’s decision are set forth below. 

 

Procedural History and Reasons for Withdrawal of Accreditation 

 

On January 19, 2019, WSCUC directed Argosy University to Show Cause as to why its 

accreditation should not be withdrawn in order to demonstrate compliance with Standard 3 

relating to financial stability (CFR 3.4), faculty and administrative staffing (CFR 3.1) and 

governance and leadership (CFRs 3.6, 3.7 and 3.9). At WSCUC’s February 2019 meeting, 

and after a Show Cause hearing with representatives of Argosy University and its Receiver, 

Mark Dottore, the Commission continued the sanction of Show Cause and directed Argosy 

to provide the Commission with detailed information and reports relating to compliance 

with Standard 3 in accordance with schedules outlined in the Commission’s letter of 

February 27, 2019. Argosy did not provide the information and reports the Commission 

directed pursuant to its continuing sanction of show cause. In addition, Argosy has now 

ceased offering educational programs and operates exclusively, through the receiver, for 

the purposes of facilitating the transfer of students to other institutions and concluding 

related business affairs. WSCUC has therefore determined that Argosy has failed to show 

cause as to why its accreditation should not be withdrawn.  

 

Action 

Withdraw Accreditation effective June 14, 2019 

 

http://www.wascsenior.org/
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The Commission’s action withdrawing accreditation is effective as of June 14, 2019.  

Under WSCUC policy, the Commission will provide written notice of this action to the 

U.S. Department of Education and the California Board of Private Postsecondary 

Education (BPPE) within 30 days of this notification.   

 

The action to withdraw accreditation is subject to the WSCUC appeals process.  Should 

Argosy University decide to appeal this action, the institution will retain its accreditation 

status during the period of the appeal.  The appeals policy and the process by which an 

appeal is conducted are available on the WSCUC website: 

https://wascsenior.box.com/shared/static/s0hd52qghi6gjyn2rs48.pdf.  This policy states:  

 

“If an institution seeks to appeal an appealable adverse action by WSCUC, its chief 

executive officer must provide the President with a written letter of intent within fourteen 

(14) calendar days of the date of the institution’s receipt of WSCUC’s adverse official 

action letter which, in the discretion of the President, conforms to the requirements of this 

paragraph. The letter of intent must contain a short and plain statement alleging the failure 

of procedure or the elements of the appealable adverse action serving as the grounds for the 

appeal in accordance with the requirements of this policy and sufficient for the President to 

determine that the allegations are more than mere speculation.”  

 

Since Argosy went on Show Cause status it has been expected, and reminded of its 

obligation, to prepare and fund plans in the event of closure. Regardless of whether Argosy 

intends to appeal or appeals this action, Argosy is expected to "[p]rovide for the equitable 

treatment of students by ensuring that [a transfer] institution has the necessary experience, 

resources, and support services to provide an educational program that is of acceptable 

quality and reasonably similar in content, structure, and scheduling, and to meet all 

obligations to its existing students."  WSCUC also expects Argosy to ensure that student 

transcripts are properly managed and preserved and that appropriate funds are reliably 

reserved (e.g., through escrow or another sufficiently reliable means) to fully assist 

students in their efforts to transfer to another institution.   

 

Please also note that Argosy is required to comply with federal and state requirements and 

all other WSCUC policies until the withdrawal date. 

 

If the institution wishes to respond to the Commission action on its own website, WSCUC 

will post a link to that response on the WSCUC website. 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions about this letter or the action of the 

Commission. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jamienne S. Studley 

President  

 

Cc: The Honorable Dan Aaron Polster 

Reed Dasenbrock, Commission Chair  

 Christopher Oberg, Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 

http://www.wascsenior.org/
https://wascsenior.box.com/shared/static/s0hd52qghi6gjyn2rs48.pdf

